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HE late Mrs. ANNE THORNTON, of 

whoſe laſt illneſs, and happy diſmiſſion from 

this world, ſome Memoirs are preſerved in the fol- 

lowing pages, was the wife of Mr. JohN TroRN- 

TON, High-Street, Borough of Southwark, Under- 

taker. She was born in that neighbourhood, of 
reſpectable parents, Nov. 1741.* 

About the age of nineteen, ſhe received her firſt 
ſerious abiding religious imprefſions, by attending 
the prayers at Weſtminſter Abby, on a Wednel- 
day; and from the time ſhe began to know the 
way of ſalvation thro* our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, her 
heart was united to all whom ſhe believed loved 
Him in ſincerity. In the early ſtage of her pro- 
feſſion, ſhe chiefly attended the miniſtry of the late 
Rev. Thomas Jones, of St. Saviour's. But during 
the whole courſe of her life, the held communion 
with true believers of every party, without forming 
a bigotted and abuſive attachment to any one. 

Mrs. ThorxToN was favoured with a ſtrong 
comprehenſive and active mind; and having had a 
good education, her genius led her-into the paths 
of Literature; but this did not prevent her from 
paying a diligent and exemplary attention to the 
duties of domeſtic life; and ſhe was much reſpected 
in the characters of a wife, a mother, a friend, and 
a miſtreſs, by many perſons who were ſtrangers to 
her literary attainments. She was well acquainted 
with Natural Philoſophy, and Natural Hiſtory. 
To her the Creation was an open book, in which 
ſhe could read a perpetual commentary on the book 
of the Holy Scriptures. She was thus well qualified 


* Mrs. Tuonxrox's maiden name was Foxp, She was married 


to Mr, Twozx rox, in July, 1772. 5 
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to educate her own children; an important employ- 
ment to which ſhe devoted much of her time and 
Care. 

Some particulars of the manner in which ſhe bore 
her laſt long and painful illneſs, and cloſed a uſeful 
and honourable life, are now in the Readers hands, 
Several of her friends requeſted Mr. Thornton to 
permit the Narrative to be made public, in hopes 
that ſuch an authentic teſtimony of the nature, 
power, tendency, and effects of real religion, might, 

by the bleſſing of the Lord, — the feeble 


minded, quicken the languid profeſſor, and, at 


leaſt in ſome inſtances, engage the attention of 
Sceptics and Infidels. | 

The ſubject is intereſting to all, for all muſt die. 
The cares, employments, and amuſements, which 
engroſs the minds and time of multitudes, tho? 
they greatly interrupt, cannot wholly exclude the 
thoughts of death. The event is inevitable, may 


be ſoon, and ſudden; and the conſequences, to 


thoſe who are not prepared tor it, muſt be tremen- 
dous, if the Scriptures are true; and that they 
are not true, we challenge infidels themſelves to 


prove even to their own ſatisfaction ; — 


When viſited by thought (thought will intrude, ) 
Like him they ſerve, they tremble and believe,” 


Many perſons who formerly trod the dangerous and 
uncomfortable paths of infidelity, will readily ſub- 
ſcribe to this confeſſion, and own, that while they 
confidently declared to others, death 1s an eternal 
ſleep, they could not conquer their own heſitation 
upon the point. Yes, Reader, you muit die; and 


if you have not then the ſame principles and ſup- 


ports, which enabled Mrs. Thornton to wait the 
approach of the laſt enemy with compoſure, and 
even with defite, awful will be your dying hour. 
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She had no dependance upon her acquiſitions, or 


upon her moral character; the repeatedly declared 


to thoſe around her, There is a knowledge that muſt 
be given up. All knowledge that does not ſpring 


from the knowledge of Jeſus Chriſt and him cru- 
cCified, or that has not a direct reference to Him, 


will prove at laſt, to an immortal ſoul, impertinent 
as a dream, and unſubſtantial as the ſmoke which 
the wind driveth away. She ſaid, If Gop were 


' Pleaſed to prolong her life, ſhe would chiefly con- 


nine her ſtudies to that one precious book, the 


Bible.“ 


She truſted for her acceptance with Gop, and for 
happineſs in the inviſible ſtate, (of which ſhe had 
chearing and powerful prelibations, while yet upon 
earth,) to nothing ſhe had known, or done, or ſaid 
in her paſt life; but, wholly and ſolely, to the 
Atonement and Mediation of her Saviour. In a 


word, ſhe lived as becometh a faint, aiming to regu- 


late her tempers, and conduct, by the precepts and 
example of her Lord; and ſhe died as becometh a 
chriſtian, renouncing her own righteouſneſs, and 
ſimply relying upon Him who was made fin for us, 
tho* he knew no ſin, that we might be made the 
righteouſneſs of Gop in Him. | „ 


During her long and trying illneſs, her whole 
deportment was uniform and conſiſtent. She ſpoke 
the words of truth and ſoberneſs. She expreſſed 
her ſolid hope, and her ſtable peace, in terms per- 
fectly agreeable to what the Scriptures teach us to 
expect from thoſe who are rooted and grounded in 
the faith of the goſpel, and who can rejoice in God 
as their ſtrength and portion, when fleſh and heart 
are fainting. There was a ſtriking elevation and 
dignity combined with ſimplicity, in her manner 
and language. Knowing whom ſhe had believed, 
and expecting to be ſoon with him to behold his 
glory, ſhe employed the remnant of her breath 
in praiſing Him, in praying for others, in inſtruct- 


; 00 3 
ing, admoniſhing and comforting her children and 
friends who were with her. With theſe views ſhe 


often continued ſpeaking, till thro' extreme weak- 


neſs ſhe could ſpeak no more. But ſoon as her 
ſtrength was a little revived, the reſumed the ſame 
pleaſing employment, till within a few hours before 
her happy diſmiſſion. 

Such are the fruits and effects in life, and in 
death, of that religion, which N is too generally 
ſtigmatized in the preſent day, by hard and con- 
temptuous names, and deſpiſed as enthuſiaſm and 
folly. But the day is coming, when they who de- 
ſpiſe it now, however they chuſe to live, will ſurely 
adopt the with of Balaam, (O thet it may not then 
be too late!) let me die the death of the righteous, 
and let my laſt end be like his!“ 


May they who ſeek the goſpel ſalvation, and are 


at times ſubject to bondage thro' the fear of death, 

take courage from this instance of the faithfulneſs 
of God to his promiſes z they alſo, if they follow 
on, ſhall know the Lord. He will anſwer the truſt, 

he enables them to place in his word, He will 
guide them by his counſel thro? life, thro” the valley 
of the ſhadow of death, and then receive them to 
his glory. 
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ROM July 1798, Mrs. Tnokxrox's health 


had been gradually declining; but at the firſt, 
neither ſhe nor her family, were apprehenſive of 
danger. When the Bath waters were recom- 
-mended, ſhe chearfully complied with the deſire of 
her friends. She ſet out, accompanied by her ſe- 
cond daughter Maria, and a maid-fervant, on the 
.15th of January, 1799. She bore her journey pretty 


well, arrived at Bath on the 18th, and appeared to 


be alittle better, . 

When ſhe had been there a fortnight, ſhe ſaid to 
a friend, Before I left home, the Doctors had 
little hope of my recovery; I may ſay I came hither 
under a ſentence of death- from two of them, TI 
heard what they faid, with perfect calmneſs of 
mind, I felt a ſweet- compoſure, I am in m 
Lord's hands, and ſhould he call me home, I be- 
lieve he whoſe goodneſs and mercy have followed 
me all my life hitherto, will perfect what is lacking, 
and take me to be for ever with himſelf. And if 
what I feel, is a breaking up of nature, it is a gra- 
dual one. My Lord deals gently with me.” 

The Bath waters afforded little relief. Her com- 
plaints increaling, Mrs, P—, her nieces, and a 
friend, went from Briſtol to viſit her on the 12th of 
er very poorly. She had 
B 4 bliſters 
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bliſters behind her ears, for the ſwimming in her 
head, but they produced no good effect. She apo- 
logized for being obliged to lay upon the ſofa, and 
after remaining ſtill and quiet for about an hour, 
turning to. Mrs. P—, the ſaid, We have not 
tollowed cunningly deviſed fables, but bleſſed reali- 
ties, which now yield divine ſupport. My illneſs 
has been a pleaſant time, I am thankful that I am 
not to live here always. I look forward with $0 
to the world to come. I have thought much of, 
and have felt great nearneſs to my friends who have 

already gained the port. It often ſeems as if a 
group of them were ready to receive me. Bleſſed 
be God, I can readily leave all my dear friends and 
relatives, if He call me. My children I dearly 
love, but I am willing to leave them, I hope they 
will follow me to heaven, I have endeavoured to 
recommend the beſt things, and can only lament 
that I have not ſet them a better example. But 
if any infirmity or fin they have ſeen in me, have 
proved a hindrance to them, I pray God to take 
the remembrance of it. from their minds, and en- 


able them to look to that perfect pattern, who has 


left us an example how we ought to walk. I can 
only recommend to them to do the things which he 
requires, and, which He has promiſed to give thoſe 
who ſeek him, power to perform.” | 

Alfter remaining in {ſilence a ſhort ſpace, ſhe 
ſaid, That verſe of Dr. WATTS has been very 
ſweet to me of late, and particularly this morning, 


See! from his head, his hands, his feet, 
Sorrow and love flow mingled down! 
Did e' er ſuch love, and ſorrow meet, 
Or thorns compoſe ſo rich a crown? 


Repeating, So rich a crown?“ —“ No.” After 
this, ſhe thanked God for bringing her to himſelf, 
in early life; and ſaid, What mercy and love 


have been manifeſted to me, all my life long? Had 
| been 
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to perſons of refined ſenſe, fine taſte, and cultivated 
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I been in the world, and wiſhed to be introduced 


minds, ſhould I ever have found any of more refined 
taſte, and improved intellects, than ſome of thoſe 
with whoſe friendſhip I have been favoured? With 
theſe I have converſed on the ſublimeſt ſubjects, and 
I expect to renew the pleaſing employment in 


edernity.“ 


One having ſaid, There we ſhall all meet. 


not only our cotemporaries, but the holy, the 


wiſe, the pious, and the good of all ages. There 


we ſhall ſee Abraham the friend of God, Moſes, 


Ifaiah, and Daniel.” She replied, © Yes: Whom 
do we expect to meet in heaven? Not Alexander; 
not thoſe who conquered, but thoſe who renounced 
the world.” She then took up the character of 
Abraham, and enlarged upon it, particularly on 


his condeſcenſion to Lot in yielding the choice of 


ſituation to him, for the prevention of ſtrife, 
Gen. xxlii. 27, 28. 

She ſpoke largely on the excellency of the Holy 
Scriptures, declaring that ſhe had often read them 


with unſpeakable pleaſure and profit, and that {he 


would eſpecially recommend them to all young 
people. To her daughter ſhe ſaid, ** Study the 


Scriptures, not only as containing truths which are 


able to make you wile unto ſalvation, which they 
do in the fulleſt manner; but read them foi rules 
of life, for hiſtory, for deſcription of characters, 
for geography, for every thing. One thing which 
gives hiſtory its excellence, is its authenticity ; 
another is the character of the Author. Jon he 
Bible is infallibly true, the Bible is tie book © Jod. 
It not only inſtructs us in the knowl-doe of 13:4! 
of ourſelves, and of the way by which wo 2 
proach him with hope, but wiiniever 1 112. 01 
us to know; and will both pleaſe 204 proc every 
perſon who reads it with attention and 
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She deſired a friend to repeat Gambold's Myſtery 
of Life; and remarked on the laſt verſe, as peculiarly 


ſuitable to herſelf. 


© Oh! what is death? 'tis life's laſt ſhore, 
Where vanities are vain no more ; 
Where all purſuits their goal obtain, 
And life is all retouch'd again.” 


In the evening, ſhe dozed much; but once or 
twice mentioned the late Mrs. 'I'—, and Mrs. A. 
ſaid. She felt great nearneſs to them in ſpirit.” 
It often ſeemed to her, as if they were almoſt viſible. 
She reflected, with pleaſure, on the many happy 
hours they had ſpent together on earth, and rejoiced 
in hope of their friendſhip being matured in the 
kingdom of glory. 

On the 13th, ſhe had a very indifferent night, 
and was in much pain in the morning: ſhe ſaid, 
In years paſt, how often have I prayed, 


When pain o'er my weak frame prevails, 
With lamb-like patience arm my breaſt.” 


One faying, ** Yeſterday you talked ſo much of 
our friends in light, that I alſo have been with them 
in ſpirit,” She ſpake particularly of Mrs. I— T—, 
and mentioned the deep ſenſe of the Divine Pre- 
ſence, which Mrs. G— and others felt at the mo- 
ment of her departure, and for ſome time after. 
It was as if heaven was opened, and the angelic 
guard all but viſible. She added, What a bleſs- 
ing is it, that we have as full and clear an evidence 
of the influence of good and happy fpirits on our 


minds, as we have of the power of wicked ſpirits 


upen 'bad men!” While dreſſing, ſhe ſaid, 


What has vile duſt to be proud of? And yet 


Tho? loathſome and defi d we are, 
He makes us white, and calls us fair.” 


On the 14th of February, ſhe was very ill, com- 


plained of a weight oppreſſing her whole frame, 


and of a great pain in all her limbs. A _ ſaid, 
| f on ou 
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+ You want to throw off your load.” She replied 
in part of a verſe of a hymn, 


My ſoul would now throw off her load, 
And walk delightfully with God, 
And follow Chriſt to heaven.“ 


They then joined in prayer: Upon riſing up ſhe 


faid, 


„And if our fellowſhip below, 
In Jeſus is ſo ſweet ; 
What heights of raptures ſhall we know 
When round his throne we meet.” 


In the night, ſhe was very ill, and ſaid. My 
ſtrength declines faſt; I do not think I ſhall be long 
here. But when my heart and my fleth fail, God 
will be the ſtrength of my heart, and my portion 
for ever! * | : 

Feb. 15. This morning ſhe ſtrongly expreſſed 
her confidence in the Holy Scriptures. After a 
pauſe, ſhe broke out in the words of the prophet 
Iſaiah, © Comfort ye, comfort ye, my people, 
faith your God; ſpeak ye comfortably to Jeruſa- 
lem;”+ and then added, What condeſcenſion 
in God, thus to addreſs his creatures! The Bible 
is the beſt book. It is the Truth. Lately, I have 
read little elſe, and ſhould 1 live, it (hall be my 
one book. It contains every thing. I feel my 
weakneſs, and it calls upon me to truſt in the Lord 
Jehovah, for in him is everlaſting ſtrength. I 
know not what our Lord is about ta do with me, 


1 grow weaker, and if he takes me home, it will 


be from the evil ta come. If he thould ſpare me, 
I truſt it will be to bring me to a nearer acquaint- 
ance with himſelf.” She then defired a friend io read 
Ifaiah xxvith, and pray with her. It ſcemed like 
worſhipping before the throne. Hau near is earth 
ta heauen 
* Pſal. Ixxiii. 26. 1 Iſa. xl. 1. 
In 
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In the afternoon, on the 16th, ſhe ſaid, “ 1 


fear that Ann and Harriot, [her daughters, ] will 
be pained, at not ſeeing me before Igo hence.” A 
friend replied, Undoubtedly they with much to ſec 
ou, but an interview, if permitted, would be 
painful to all parties; and then afked, What would 
you wiſh reſpecting them? She faid, I do not de- 
fire them to come. I have ſaid all, I have to ſay to 
them. They are very dear to me, ſo are all my 
children. I love Edward. I love them all equally.” 
She then charged Maria to give her dying love to 
them, and to dear Eliza,” adding, I wiſh I had 
ſeen her before I left Camberwell. The reaſon I 
did not particularly defire it, was, becauſe I thought 
it would affect us both; and I had but little time, 
and much to get thro'. But I am glad I ſaw my 
dear Edward. They live and are happy in each 
other, and I hope will long continue ſo. May God 
bleſs them and the dear child! May God bleſs all 
my children, and help them to live in love and 


comfort with each other! Give my love to the 
Miſs B—'s, and to all my friends.” She then 


called Betty, the faithful kind ſervant who attended 
her, and ſaid, ** Give my love to Bella: you have 


both been good and kind ſervants to me. I charge 
you to ci-:ve cloſe to the Lord. You were both 
brought to the knowledge of God, under our roof, 
and that iould attach and endear the family to you. 
Live in love, and let not little things ſeparate you 
from my children. Tell Betſey to ſeek the Lord.“ 

On the 17th. Being told that it was a fine day, 
ſhe ſaid. The fine weather was to do much for 
me, and / it will.” One ſaying, We are haſtning, 
where there is ſummer without winter, and day 
without night. She immediately ſaid, 


The winter's night, and ſummer's day, 
Slide imperceptibly away; 
Too ſhort to fing thy praiſe, 
And a few minutes atter, 
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I'll praiſe my Maker while I've breath, 
And when my voice is loſt in death, 
Praiſe ſhall employ my nobleit pow'rs, 
My days of praiſe, ſhall ne'er be paſt, 
While life, or thought, or being laſt, 
Or immortality endures. 


A little after, ſhe charged Maria to tell her chi- 
dren, that living and dying their Mother loved 
them. You have been good and pleaſant children 
to me; and I pray you take the Apoſtle's advice, 
«« Be ye kindly affectioned one towards another; be 
ye holy, harmleſs, and undefiled.” She then de- 
fired a friend to give her beſt love to Mr. Thorn- 
ton; tell him, That living and dying, I am his 
loving wife. I thank him for all his love and good- 
neſs to me, Tell him to be kind to the children— 
but they are his children, and he loves them as 
well as I do.” Then addrefling herſelf to her 
daughter, ſhe ſaid, ** My dear Maria, you have 
nurſed me affectionately, and now ye are called to 
an affecting ſcene, a dying mother, parting with a 
child the dearly loves. After I am gone, and you 
retire in ſecret to weep, perhaps your mother may 
be looking on. I charge you, and your dear ſiſters, 
let not a thought enter your minds, that you have 
neglected any thing that could have been done for 
me. You have all been kind: J have had every at- 
tention ſhewn, that could have been given. The 
Lord bleſs you all! Next to my children, I love 
my nieces, and I hope you will always love each 
other. Do not expect too much from each other, | 
and then you will live in love.” After a ſhort 
ſilence, the faid, © The myſtery of the Croſs con- 
tains our all of good. Our Redeemer, our great 
Deliverer, is our Surety and our Peace. He hath 
broken down the partition wall. I have no hope, 
no plea, but Lord thou haſt died.” Turning to her 
daughter, the ſaid, Oh! Maria, he muſt be 
your Salvation; Expect only to be ſaved through 
Him! | On 
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On being told that Dr. L— was come, and ſee- 
ing Miſs P— with him, ſhe reached out her hand, 
and faid, ** And his good ſiſter too—We are all ſiſ- 
ters in Jeſus; ſome are gone home, others are going, 
and others will follow. We have fathers, niothers, 
ſiſters and brothers, and you, Sir, (looking at the 
Doctor) have children in heaven, When I came 
hither, ſome of my friends did not think I ſhould 
recover, nor did I know how our Lord would deal 
with me. But here I am waiting with patience and 
reſignation to meet his good pleaſure, He has 
brought me low, but he deals gently with me.” 
Then turning to Dr. L—, ſhe ſaid. O Sir, you 
know much, you have read many books, but there 
is no book like the Bible. That bleſſed book con- 
tains the myſtery of the croſs. O that precious 
blood, that precious blood; it bought our all of 
good, our bleſſedneſs for ever.“ 

Soon after the Doctors had left her, ſhe ſaid,“ I 
fear they do not think I ſhall go ſoon.” Being told, 
they thought ſhe might linger a little, but that the 
ſhould not be ſurprized if a ſudden change ook 
place, — ſhe ſaid, I hope my dear children will not 
think I love them leſs, becauſe I am willing to 
leave them,” | | 
| On the 18th, ſhe ſaid, My Lord will take me 
home ſoon. Though he ſeems to delay his com- 
ing, he has not forgotten to be gracious.” Soon 
after, being in expectation of Mr. Thornton, ſhe 
ſaid, My earthly and perhaps my heavenly Bride- 


' groom will come to day.“ In about half an hour, 
Mr. Thornton and his two daughters arrived. She 


was ſo much affected as not to be able to ſpeak for 
ſome time. After a while, turning to him, the ſaid, 
«« My dear huſband, you are come once more to 
take me in your arms, and lay me down that I ma 
die.” Upon which, he lifted her upon the ſofa, In 
a few minutes the ſaid, 
„Not a doubt doth ariſe, to darken the ſkies, 


Or hide, for a moment, my God from my eyes.” 
| She 
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She then called her children, and ſaid, My feet 
Anna; I cannot ſay, my deareſt child, for you are all 
equally dear to me. My precious Harriot ! ſeek the 
God of your fathers. He is my ſupport, and my 
all; my faithful God.” Seeing them much affect- 
ed and weeping, ſhe ſaid, I love your tears, they 
are precious becauſe they are tears of affection. But 
you may weep too much. Take care that you do 
not indulge exceſſive grief.“ 

Some time after, being told that Mrs. P— and 
the two Miſs F—'s, her nieces, were come to ſee 
her, and that they would fit by her; but as ſhe was 
ſo very weak, they begged ſhe would not hurt her- 
ſelf by ſpeaking too much to them: She ſaid, 
« Hearts can ſpeak, when voices are wanting,” 
They came in, and ſhe tenderly kiſſed them, and 
expreſſed great pleaſure in their viſit. She enquired 
after Mr. P—, and ſaid, How kind it was to let 

ou come] I owe him much love, bur I have not 
ong to be here. What a view of the ceconomy of 
nature have I lately had! And you will all have it 
unfolded to you. But, There is a knowledge which 
muſt be given up. Soon after, ſhe was ſeized with 
an epileptic fit. When ſhe came to herſelf, ſhe 
ſeemed as awaking out of fleep, ſpake affectionately 
to Mr. Thornton, prayed our Lord to ſupport and 
ſtrengthen her, and repeated, 


4% *Tho? loathſome and defil'd we are, 
« He makes us white, he makes us fair,” &c. 


In the evening ſhe had a return of the fits, with 


convulſive motions over her whole frame. When 
ſhe came to herſelf, ſhe-aſked, ** What o'clock it 


was ?” being told near ten, ſhe ſaid, How flow 
the minutes roll along: I fear I ſhall not go ſo ſoon 
as I expected. Lord help me to wait thy time! 


« When pain o'er my weak fleſh prevails, 
With lamb-like patience arm my breaſt ;z 

„% When wounding grief my ſoul aſſails, 
In lowly meckneſs may I reit! 


But 


But wounding grief I have not yet been called to 


in thee do I truſt.” She ſlept at intervals in the 
night; and what ſhe ſaid when awake, manifeſted 
the immortal hope which invigorated her foul, 
- On the morning of the 19th. addrefling her- 
ſelf to Mr, Thornton and her children, ſhe ſpoke 
to the following purport : ** I have often thought 
of a ſubject, which I withed to mention before I left 
this world, but I forbore becauſe it was an affecting 
one. I have not written any thing concerning it, 
except in my laſt birth-day poem. I always diſlik- 
ed funeral pomp. I with to be buried in a plain 
decent manner ; and as much may be expected in a 
profeſſional way : if any ſhould wonder why it is not 
ſo, let them be told--it was my deſire ;--that will be 
ſufficient. I ſhould like to be buried in a country 
church-yard. I have thought ſo, in years that are 
paſt, as well as of late, ſince I have been ſo much 
at Epſom. I uſed to take pleaſure in walking in 
church-yards, and reading Monumental Inſerip- 
tions, They have their uſe; I do not condemn 
them ; but I beg there may be nothing of this kind 
for me, but my name, age, and a ſentence of ſcrip- 
ture. The ſcriptures contain every thing, and I 
know no part of them I ſhould rather chuſe, or 
think more proper, than Rom. vi. 23. The wages 
of fin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life.“ 
I feel, what a poor, vile, helpleſs unworthy finner 
Jam; as Gambold ſays, No deed of mine but 
prov'd me worſe.” In one ſenſe, all I have done is 
fin. In another, it is not. I thank God for any 
good he enabled me to do: but the good that 1s 
done upon earth, the Lord doeth it. I wiſh you to 
have proper views of your own being, I think ſome 
people deficient herein. They have not a right 
ſenſe of the importance of their own being. I have 
gloried in my being a redeemed creature: This 
dignifies human nature. St. Paul gloried in the 
croſs; It was this that raiſed him up. ang. St. 
eter 


endure; if I ſhould, Lord ſupport thy ſervant, for 


2 
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Peter ſays, We have not followed cunningly de- 
viſed fables, when we make known unto you, the 
coming and power of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, but 
were eye wiineſles of his majeſty, &c:” No, faith 
apprehends realities. Faith opens the world to 
come, This life is but the beginning of our ex- 
iſtence: when we begin to live here, we begin to 
die: And when we die, (in the faith) we enter 
into a fuller enjoyment of the bleſſed realities which 
faith now apprehends. O may the Holy Spirit im- 
. preſs, theſe truths upon your hearts. My dear chil- 
dren! without his influence, all is nothing.” Then 
leaning her head back, ſhe ſaid Lord! now take 
me to thyfelf, Let me depart in peace according to 
thy word, for mine eyes have ſeen thy ſalvation. 
Lord Jeſus, receive my ſpirit.” She was quite 
exhauſted, and ſunk into a fit which threatened 
her diſſolution; but reviving again, ſhe cried, ** My 
God, my God! — 

Did e'er ſuch love and ſorrow meet, 

Or thorns compoſe ſo rich a crown?“ 


On being offered ſome refreſhment, ſhe ſaid, 


He that giveth a cup of cold water, for the Lord's 


ſake, ſhall in no wiſe loſe his reward. - How well it 
is to be employed in acts of kindneſs, of which 
our Lord takes ſuch notice! I have thought of 
that text, © Henceforth, I will drink no more of 
the fruit of the vine, till I drink it new with you in 
my Father's kingdom.” x What a parting meal was 
that, which our Lord partook with his diſciples ! 
What condeſcenſion ! What intimate familiarity ! 
"This ſcripture and others have led me to conſider 
tlie ſimilarity and connection between earth and 
heaven. Such as, „I am the vine, ye are the 
hranches.” + What a union ! It is a ſubject that 
has often afforded me pleaſure and profit.” A per- 
ſon ſaid, + You uſed to reaſon from analogy.” 
Fhe replied, © Yes, I uſed to love to compare 


* Mark xiv, 25. 7 John xv. 5. - 
reaton 
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reaſon with faith, and nature with revelation. And 
tho' ſome perſons may think theſe things ſtrange, 
I have ſuch openings into them, within theſe few 
days, as I did not expect in this life. But many 
people laugh at what they do not underſtand,”? 
Her pillow being a little moved, ſhe ſaid, ** My 
mother uſed to ſay, If I were a queen, I could not 
be better — I am ſure I may ſay ſo. But I 
have often felt pain that I did no more for her; tho® 
I paid her all the attention in my power. She was 
a a bleſſed woman, and I ſometimes think ſhe will he 
one of the firſt happy ſpirits to welcome me home. 
How I ſhall rejoice in a future day, to preſent my 
children to her in glory!“ | 

She then mentioned her ſon, and his wife, and 
their little one, with great affection, It is written, 
Love is ſtronger than death.” Death cannot cut 
the thread of love. She deſired to be affectionately 
remembered to Mrs. S—, and ſaid, ſhe was glad 
ſhe came to ſee her, before ſhe left Camberwell. 

In the afternoon, ſhe turned to her daughters 
and faid, God has been better to me than my 
fears. You little expected to ſee your dying mother 
with ſo little fear. 1 have had many fears, (alluding 
to a complaint which threatened her with pain- 
ful conſequences, for many years) but my Lord 
has been good to me. My fears drove me to prayer; 
and what pain J did feel, has often drawn me nearer 
to my God, Dr. L— brought me good news, 
when he told me I was going home to my God. 
Lord, ſuffer me not to be impatient: thy time is 
beſt; thy will be done !” | | 
Ihe room being dark, ſhe aſked for a light, ſay- 
ing, © Light is ſown for the righteous, and joy 
for the upright in heart.” In the evening, being 
in much pain, ſhe cried, Lord have mercy upon 
me: do thou help me: let thy rod and ſtaff com- 
fort me, Thou haſt prepared a table for me in the 

wilderneſs,” 


(19) 
wilderneſs.” Soon after ſhe prayed fervently, and 
calling upon the Saviour of ſinners, ſaid, 


„Son of God! Thy bleſſing grant 
Still ſupply my every want. 

I did not think that nature could have held out fo 
long; but, Lord, thou ſheweſt me, that thy time and 
manner are the beſt, Give me ſtrength and patience, 
and let thy will be done.” | 

On the 20th, in the morning, ſhe ſaid, I am 
waiting for my diſmiſſion. My Saviour, my God, 
my All! perfe& what thou feel lacking in my ſoul, 
and take me to thyſelf. Remember the word in 
which thou haſt cauſed me to truſt. I will truſt, 
and not be afraid, for the Lord Jehovah is my 
ſtrength and my ſong.” She then faid to Miſs 
Thornton who was ſtanding by. Read the ſerip- 
tures:*” ſhe anſwered, ** I will.” She faid, ** Let 
me hear you ſay ſo again:” Miſs T— repeated 
her promiſe. 

She then ſunk into a ſlumber, but awaking ſoon, 
| had a fit, which we thought would have been too 
much for her feeble frame, During the evening, 
her head was affected, but nothing dropped from 
her lips in this ſtate, but what manifeſted a mind 
at peace with God, and longing for enlargement. 
At times ſhe prayed much, and chiefly in the lan- 
guage of ſcripture. 

On the 21ſt. She had a better night than was ex- 

pected; ſometimes ſleeping, and when awake lying 
ſtill, without much pain, and in the ſpirit of prayer. 
She was perfectly recollected, and often repeated, 
Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, whoſe 
mind is ſtayed on thee, becauſe he truſteth in thee,” 
Kc. * When informed that Mrs. F— had ſent 
her kind ſympathizing love to her, ſhe was a while 
ſilent; and then ſaid. Did Mrs. F— ſend a meſ- 
ſage to me?” On being anſwered, * Yes;” the 


ſaid, 


62 
faid, “ love her: the very hearing of her name 
revives me. We know little of the value of love 
here, to what we ſhall in eternity.” To one who 
ſtood by, ſhe ſaid, What do you think St. Paul 
would ſay to you if he was here? Stand faſt in 
the liberty wherewith Chriſt hath made you free. 
Never be entangled with the bondage of ſin, nor 
with the allurements of the world,” 

Being told that Miſs Martha M— had frequently 
called, when ſhe was too ill to ſee any one. She 
ſaid, I love her and all that family. They fill 
an important ſtation. There are but few people of 
talents, who can bear to know their own impor- 
tance. But it ought to humble and ſtimulate us to 
uſe them; for talents for the good of others are an 
awful truſt committed to our care. It is not at our 
option whether we uſe them or not. I have often 
had ſerious thoughts upon this ſubject. It is ſel- 
dom we ſee ſuch a family as the M—'s. I have 
many thoughts on my mind concerning them, if 
I had but ſtrength to arrange them.“ Feeling her- 
ſelf a little better, ſhe deſired Miſs M— might be 
. ſent for. 

When ſhe came, Mrs. Thornton ſaid, “ You 
ſee me weak in body, but my mind is vigorous.” 
. She was obliged to pauſe for want of ſtrength ; but 
recovering herſelf, ſhe went on to this effect; *I 
am glad to fee you. When I came hither, I ſeemed 
nearly as well as you. One day, before I left home, 
the Doctor ſeeing me walk acroſs the room with 
apparent ſtrength, faid ſomething concerning me. 
I] then thought, I ſhould probably ſlip thro' your 
hands; but the thought was not painful, I felt 
no fear. Now I am going. And tho? I do not think 
any thing I am able to ſay, can have much weight 
as coming from me, yet I wiſhed to ſee you. 
. Your's is a ſingular family. God has given great 
talents to you all. And it is true wiſdom to know 
the part we are called to act, and to fulfill it. We 
are little aware of the loſs we ſhall ſuſtain, if we do 


2 
not properly fill up the place for which we are fitted. 
1 have had awful views of this, ſuch views as have 
influenced my intentions. I have aimed at uſin 
what was committed to me, to the glory of God: 
And tho' I have fallen far ſhort of my aim, yet I 
am now thankful that my endeavours were directed 
to what at this important moment, my mind fully 
approves. 1 am a weak helpleſs creature, and do 
not ſpeak becauſe I have filled my place, or done 
the work afſ:71icd me. No, I have only aimed at 
it; but I {pc2k becauſe of the ſluggiſnneſs of my 
nature, and becauſe I wiſh every one had a proper 
ſenſe of the increaſing enjoyment they may gain 
by a right ule of their time and talents. The ne- 
ceſſity of this appears from the Apoſtle's words, 
« Preſs towards the mark. Covet earneſtly the 
beſt gifts;” and trom our Lord's account of the 
ten virgins. They were all entruſted with talents, 
all had light, and all had gifts. But five were wiſe, 
and five were fooliſh. The former improved, the 

atter neglected their talents. You are engaged in 

a good work, may you go on and proſper. It he 
that giveth a cup of cold water {hall not loſe his re- 
ward, the ſervice of thoſe who ſeek the ſpiritual 
good of their fellow-creatures ſhall ſurely be re- 
membered. God is faithful: TI am a poor worm, 
but I have found him ſo; beyond what I could have 
hoped. Often in my chamber have I prayed, 


When pain o'er my weak fleſh prevails, 
With lamb-like patience arm my breaſt ; 

When wounding grief my ſoul affails, 
In lowly weakneſs may I reſt.” 


& have had a ſtrong aſſurance that it would be 
ſo, in ſo much that I have often returned to my 
knees to thank God, for what I believed He would 
do. I have often poured forth my ſoul in prayer 
reſpecting the hour, which now draws near. I had 
reaſon to believe he would be with me; and now 
he is anſwering my faith. If a petition is preſented, - 
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we know it was accepted, if the thing petitioned 
for be granted. Does it not amount to a certainty ? 
Spiritual things are realities. Faith produces effects. 
God is faithful to his word.” 

Then turning to her children, ſhe ſaid, My 
dear children, let no one cheat you out of immor- 
tality.” And looking earneſtly at Miſs M—, faid, 
l love you, and pray God to bleſs you, and your 
dear ſiſters.” Miſs M— was much affected, and 
thanked her for her prayers, &c. She replied, 
We often aſk others prayers ; but we have only 
faint conceptions of the love and benevolence of 
the prayer of Jeſus for us. O precious, pre- 
cious Saviour | How great is thy love! May he 
help you to go on in tne good work in which you 
are engaged! True wiſdom, I again repeat it, Is 
to know our calling, to live in it. to be holy and 
uſeful, ſo ſhall an abundant entrance be adminiſ- 
tered unto us, into the heavenly kingdom.” 

She was now quite exbolafied, and fell back into 
one of the fits, which we have often thought would 
have taken her home: But ſhe ſunk into ſleep, and 
afterwards, though very ill all day, continued teſ- 


tifying of the unbounded love of God our Saviour: 


often ſaying, ** Lord, now letteſt thou thy ſervant 
depart in peace,” &c. When offered a little re- 
freſhment, ſhe took it, ſaying, © It taſtes well.“ 
But immediately, as if recollecting herſelf, added, 
«© What has any one in my weak ſtate to do with 
taſtes ?” A friend anſwered, You have a better 
taſte, a taſte for divine and heavenly food. She 
replied in two lines of the poet, 


With finer taſte of wiſdom fraught, 
And myſtic power of love. 


Soon after ſhe mentioned a good man in Lon- 
don, Mr. W—, and ſaid, She remembered that 
ſeveral years ago, he had a fever, in which he was 
delirious, during the whole of which his conver- 
fation was about ſpiritual things, I have often 


( 23 ) 
thought of him ſince I came hither. My thoughts, 
through my weakneſs, have not been always under 


the control of reaſon ; how thankful thould I have 
been, to have known nothing but what I would 


_ wiſh to think?“ One ſtanding by, ſaid, I have 


often been ſtruck with the rich variety of ſcriptural 
ſentences, and verſes of hymns, with which your 
memory is ſtored, and in which you now fo readily 
expreſs yourſelf ; and 1 have thought, I will endea- 
vour more than formerly, to adviſe young people 
to ſtore their memories with what they would wiſh 


to think of in a dying hour; and told her that one 
of her nieces was committing to memory, Gam- ' 


bold's Myſtery of Life, ſhe—gave a ſmile of appro- 
bation; and turning to her children, who were all 
ſtanding around her, entreated them to fill their 
minds with the good things which might be uſeful 
to them on a dying bed. 

She then aſked a perſon preſent, if ſhe had known 
Mr. W—? Who ſaid, ** Yes, I have often met 
with him in the Monday morning bands.” She 
anſwered, ** I well remember the precious times 
we uſed to enjoy in that Band. A few ſimple- 
hearted ſpiritual people met together. Several of 
them had little learning, but they uſed to ſpeak in a 
manner, which would not have diſgraced perſons of 
the greateſt abilities. Mr. W— was a man of 
good plain ſenſe. How many perſons of fine ſtrong 
intellects, will with one day, to change places with 
_ Religion is the one thing worth ſeeking 
after.” | 

In the evening ſhe mentioned the Miſs M's again, 
ſaying, ** It was a rare thing to find five ſuch 
ſiſters,” She ſpoke of the family at Bethany. 
« Jeſus loved Mary, and her fiſter Martha, and La- 


zarus; they were three.” She mentioned Miſs P—, 


deſired her love to her, who always appeared to her, 
like a perſon belonging to another world; and ſaid 
that ſhe- knew ſeveral excellent ſingle women, to 
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whom ſhe wſſhed her daughters might be like. She 
ſpoke of old Mr. P—, who in his early days, uſed 
to leave all the comforts of life, to go to ſeek loſt 
ſinners. If we leave our comfortable homes, warm 
fire-{ides, and go to ſeek ſouls, or to hear the word 
of God, it will bear reflecting on, in ſuch an hour 
as I am paſling thro'.“ 
Near midnight, ſhe was in great pain, and prayed 
moſt fervently that our Lord would take her to him- 
ſelf. She complained of the room being dark, and 
when told that there were candles in it, and that it 
was owing to her illneſs that ſhe did not ſee the 
light, (for at the approach of her fits, her ſight was 
much affected,) ſhe ſaid, **1 am glad you tell me 
ſo. I hope it is a proof that I am not far from my 
heavenly inheritance. I always loved light, be- 
cauſe I thought it typical of ſpiritual light. I 
hope, if one of my natural ſenſes is cloſed, it is a 
prelude to my ſpiritual ſenſes being more fully 
opened, perhaps it may be ſoon. And then ſhe re- 
peated that verſe, 


« Kind is the ſpeech of Chriſt my Lord, 
Affection ſounds in every word; 
Thou art my choſen one, he cries, 
Bound to my heart, by various ties.” 


On the 22d. This morning ſhe ſeemed to be in 


great pain. She was much engaged in x7 and 
often expreſſed her ſtrong confidence in God, ſay- 
ing, * My fleſh ſhall reſt in hope. Thou wilt 
keep him in perfect peace whoſe mind is ſtayed on 
thee;” —and other appoſite paſſages of ſcripture, 
While we were fanning her, ſhe ſaid, 


« From Sion's tops the breezes flow, 
And chear us in the vale below.” 


A little after, ſhe deſired her love to the ladies be- 
longing to the 2 for Lying- in- women, and 
begged, while one ſhilli 
would not let it drop. Alfter which the a 
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out, „I will truſt in the Lord Jehovah, for in 
him 1s everlaſting ſtrength. Lord, let me this night 


come to thee: let me ſee thy ſalvation: but thy 


will be done.” 

On the 23d. This morning ſhe ſaid, ** If the 
ſight of our minds were ſtronger, we ſhould fee 
great beauty in every ſcripture compariſon. That 
is a fine one in Ecclef, xii, ** The keepers of the 
houſe ſhall ſhake, the ſtrong men ſhall bow them 
ſelves: and they that look out of the windows ſhall 
be darkened,” &c, The eyes gradually loſe their 

wer of ſeeing. The ſublimity of the Holy 

riptures ſhould excite our admiration, we know 
a litgle of this here, but we ſhall know more here- 
after. The Pfalmiſt ſays, Thy works, O Lord, 
are wonderful, ſought out of all them that have 
pleaſure therein,” O that young people would 
{tore their minds with divine truths.” 
Sunday the 24th. She was very ill all day, dozed 
_ and ſaid but little. But in the evening, ſhe 
ang, | 


«© The Lord of Sabbath, let us praiſe, 
In concert with the bleſt; 
Who joyful in harmonious lays, 
Employ an endleſs reſt.” 


And then ſhe called on thoſe around her to join in 
ſinging praiſes to God, Some time after ſhe ſaid, 
«« Now, Lord, what is my hope ? My hope is truly 


in thee; Thou doſt keep my mind ſtayed on thee,” 


The 28th, For ſome days ſhe dozed much, and 
had ſeveral fits. This morning ſhe ſaid, © How 
comfortably the Lord has kept me in this week, 
I could not have thought I could have been ſo com- 
fortable, in ſuch a ſtate of weakneſs, Let patience 
have its perfect work in my ſoul, Lord, make me 
perfect and entire, lacking nothing. Sometimes 
the enemy thruſts ſorely at me with a temptation, 


to fear that all is not right with me, that after all I 
MA 3 may 
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may fail. But he is not ſuffered to diſtreſs me. In 
thee, O Lord, do I put my truſt. 


Thy mighty Name, Salvation is, . 
And keeps my foul above; 
Pardon and peace and power it brings, 
And everlaſting love.” 


On one ſaying. God is faithful: you know he 
is ſo: having loved his own, he loved'them to the 
end.” She anſwered, „Ves, he is faithful: In 
years that are paſt, when fear has aſſailed me, I 

ave prayed to the Lord, my heart has been poured 
out before him, and he has permitted me to talk to 
him, as a man with his friend. He has comforted 
me, and now he is anſwering my / prayers, By 
night on my bed I have ſought thee, and thou art 
my Rock and my Refuge. I renounce all my 
righteous and my unrighteous deeds. I have no hope 
vr plea but in Thee.“ On one ſaying, ** In Chriſt 
Jeſus, all the promiſes are Yea and Amen; and 
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_ perſon, I am willing to ſtay. Theſe our lighter 
affli 


out for us, a far more exceeding and eternal weight 
of glory.” While a perſon repeated the following 
verſe, * While we look not at the things which are 
ſeen, but at the things which are not ſeen,” and 
added, *©* You now are between both worlds, and 
fee the things that are inviſible,” ſhe replied, I | 
do indeed, Lord, my fure truſt is in thy wank | 


— 
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and thou wilt not ſuffer me to be confounded. E 
truſt in thee, and know on whom I truſt.” A 
friend ſeeing her ſuffer much pain, ſaid, * I with 
I could relieve you, but I cannot, All I can do is 
to recommend you to him, who alone can afford 
you the help you need. And as dear Mrs. J— 
ſaid, when. paſſing thro” the ſame courſe, He has 
given you a full cup. She replied, * I only pray 
that He may give me patience to endure. Thy 
Will be done.” 

Towards the cloſe of life, her weakneſs was. 
extreme. She ſaid little, except in thoſe bleſſed 
words, which our Lord himſelf has taught us, fre- 
quently repeating the Lord's prayer, or detached: 
ſentences from it ; particularly, Our Father Thy 
Will be done: for thine is the kingdom, the power 
and the glory, for ever and ever, Amen, and 
Amen.” For near forty-eight hours before her 
happy ſpirit took its flight, ſhe took little notice of 
any thing around her; but about 12 o'clock on 
Monday night, ſhe cried out, Our Father: 
ever and ever: amen and amen.” She then lay as. 
one aſleep, breathing ſhorter and ſhorter, without 
the leaſt ſtruggle, till ſhe entered into her Maſter's, 
joy, twenty minutes before two o*clock, an. Tuel-. 
day the 12th of March, 1799. 


In a few days her remains were removed to Cam- 
berwell. And on "Thurſday, the 21ſt, according to 
her defire, interred in Epſom Church-Y ard ; where 
a ſtone was erected, with her name, age, and the 
laſt verſe of the fixth chapter to the Romans, in- 
ſeribed, The wages of ſin is death: but the gift 


of God is eternal life, through Jeſus Chriſt our 
Lord.” | 
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